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WE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE CUURCHES.—Rev. ii. 7. 


No. 8. APRIL 15, 1850. Vou. XII. 


— 


NTERESTING ITEMS CONCERNING THE JOURNEYING OF THE LATTER- 
DAY SAINTS FROM THE CITY OF NAUVOO, UNTIL THEIR LOCATION 
IN THE VALLEY OF THE GREAT SALT LAKE. 


(Extracted from the Private Journal of Orson Pratt.) 


(Continued from our last.) 


June 4th.—This morning at six o’clock the temperature of the air was at 54 deg., 
ith a gentle breeze from the north-west. e sky was partially cloudy; and 
after regulating my watch by an altitude of the sun, I again visited the Fort, and 
uscended the tower which is built over the main entrance of the Fort, from which 
I took the angular distance of the sun and moon, and from a mean of six sights 
with the sextant, determined the longitude to be 104 deg. 11 min. 53 sec. Our 
wagons being safely ferried across, about twelve o’clock we resumed our journey, 
following the Oregon road near the North Fork. The formation of the bluffs was 
of a soft fine sandstone. We travelled three miles, and finding good feed turned our 
snimals loose to graze a short time. The soil is sandy, and we were obliged to wind 
dur way over the bluffs, making it quite laborious on the teams. We occasionally 
met with some scattering trees of cotton wood and ash. We made to-day 84 miles, 
ind encamped, soon after descending a very steep hill, upon the river bottom. 
Soon after stopping we were visited by another thunder shower. | : 

June 5th.—At five o’clock the barometer stood at 25°715, attached thermometer 
54 deg. detached: thermometer 51 deg. The morning calm and cloudy; some 
light showers of rain during the day. We resumed our journey and soon entered 
he dry- bed of a stream, and continued up the same for some distance, till at length 
we reached a copious stream of water, which a short distance below was lost in the 
sand. We followed this stream to its fountain, where it issues from the left bank. 
he name is Warm Spring; the water is not so cold as one would expect. The 
quantity is nearly sufficient to carry a common flour mill, being very clear. By 
bur road it is 15 miles from the junction of Laramie river and North Fork. Its 
atitude, as determined by a meridian observation of the sun, is 42 deg. 15 min. 
5 sec. While our cattle were grazing here, a small company of Oregon emigrants, 
onsisting of eleven wagons, came in a-head of us, having taken another branch 
Mf the road leading from Laramie, and intersecting our road a short distance 
bove the spring. A short distance from this spring, and on the opposite side, we 
aw an old lime-kiln, where probably lime had been procured for the uses of the 
‘ort. The bluffs in its neighbourhood were principally of a soft limestone forma- 
on, and on the right bank it rose to a considerable height, In the afternoon travelled 
04 miles, and encamped about half a mile west of the little company of Oregon 
migrants. From the left bank, by the side of the road, issued a clear and cold 
ring of water. The grass is very good. Timber much more plentiful than below 
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Laramie. It consists of ash, cotton wood, willows, and box elder in low places, 
with mountain cherry, wild currants, pine, and cedar thinly scattered upon the 
bluffs. The wild sage grows in great quantities, and increases in size as the coun. 
try increases in elevation. The wild rose flourishes in great abundance. The 
principal herbs and plants of this elevated region are highly odoriferous, perfuming 
the ere with their fragrance. A thunder-shower passed over just after 
sundown. 


June Stk. It he unday, the for was dedicated to fasting, prayer, and 
exhortation. In the — ve encamped. goon we 
had a heavy thunder shower from the west. Our course has been nearly west 
along the bank of the stream on which we camped last night. About noon another 
company of 21 Oregon wagons passed us. The two companies are now encamped 
near us upon each side. oS 
: June Tth.—At five o’clock the barometer stood at 24°998, attached thermometer 
48 deg., detached thermometer 44 deg. The morning is calm and partially cloudy. 
’ A heavy dew deposited during the night. In the forenoon travelled 73 miles without 
water, and halted to noon by the side of a small spring, latitude 42 deg. 21 min. 
51 sec. This forenoon we have gained in elevation very fast. Laramie Peak, 
about 12 or 15 miles to the south-west, shows from this position to good advantage. 
Its top is whitened with snow, that acts the part of a eondenser upon the vapour 
of the atmosphere which comes within its vicinity, generating clouds which are 
precipitated in showers upon the surrounding country, This peak has been visible 
to our camp for eight or ten days, and I believe that almost every afternoon since, 
. we have been visited with thunder showers, which seem to originate in the vicinity 
of this peak. I intended to have taken its distance from the road, together with its 
, altitude, by means of the sextant, but circumstances prevented. Another new 
company of Oregon emigrants, * 13 wagons, passed us during our noon 
halt. In the afternoon we travelled 54 miles, mostly descending, and encamped on the 
bottoms of Horse Shoe Creek,” by the side of a large and very exeellent spring of 
clear cold water. Here we found a more luxuriant growth of grass than we 
seen upon our journey. The timber is cotton wood, willow, ash, and box elder; 
considerable quantities of pine grow on the higher grounds. Another heavy thun- 
der showe¥, just after we camped, from the direction of Laramie Peak. The roads 
have bet somewhat rough, on account of the large quantities of stone which are 
scattered’over the surface of the uplands. 

June 8th,—At a quarter past six o’clock the barometer showed 24 957, attached 
| thermometer 54°5 deg. detached thermometer 53 deg. The morning calm; 
sky partially covered with clouds, but a clear blue sky in the west indicates a ples- 
i sant day. This forenoon we saw a buffala, the first we have seen for upwards of 
f 200 miles. Black tailed deer and antelope are the principal game of the country. 
f We travelled 64 miles, and halted for noon latitude 42 deg. 29 min. 58 sec. In the 
afternoon travelled 8} miles, which brought us to, Labent, or Big Timber Creek. 

We encamped upon the left bank. This creek is about 30 feet wide, 20 inches deep, 
with a stony gravelly bottom. Our road to-day has been — hilly. The Black 
Hills range on our left, which, with their broken ragged cliffs and: conical peaks, 
form a scenery grand and interesting. From the most elevated pegitions of our 
road we had an extensive view of the surrounding country. On the forth and east 
the landscape stretched out for 30 or 40 miles in a succession of gentle hills and 
vallies. About one mile from our encampment a small 32 ofwagona, loa 
with peltries and furs from Fort Bridger, on the other side of the Rocky Mountains, 
were encamped. They were going to Fort Laramie, being the. same, menti 
above. There is considerable timber fringing all the mall streams in these parts. 
June 9th.—At half:past four o’clock the barometer stood at 25 · 230, attached 
thermometer 47 deg., detached thermometer 44 deg. A moderate west wind, with Hi J, 
a clear sky, renders the morning serene and pleasant, We started about sunrise ) 
and travelled about one mile to find better grass, where we stopped for breakfast.. We the 
have made 19% miles to-day. Orossed’a stream in the forenoon about 20 feet wide, HG, 
called Little Timber,” and finding the banks rather steep as we descended iate . in 
the stream, we soon bettered them with our spades, hoes, and pick-axes. We think 
that we fully work our road tax, for we have ten or twelve men detached daily, 
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whose business it is to go in advance of the company with spades, iron bars, and 
other necessary implements to work the road; moreover, we have measured the 
road with our mile machine, and placed mile boards for every 10 miles since we 
left Laramie. About one mile before camping we crossed a small stream. We 
encamped to-night on the right bank of a creek about 24 feet wide, called “A la 
Parele.” The grass on the bottoms of this stream is very good: The timber about 
the same in quantity and kind as described on former streams in this country. Just 
above the camp this stream runs through a mountain, which forms à natural bridge. 
Our road this forenoon passed over a red clay formation. Numerous strata of rocks 
ap „in various directions, of the same red argillaceous formation. Three 
men with 15 horses, the most of them carrying 8, passed us to-day. They 
were from Santa Fe, and bound for St. Francisco in Upper California, by the way 
of the Great Salt Lake. We observed some few stalks of wild flax to-day in blos- 
zom, the first that we have seen. | 
June 10th.—At six o’clock the barometer stood at 25°032, attached thermometer. 
57 deg., detached thermometer 578 deg. The morning is ‘calm, with a beau- 
tifal clear sky. Considerable dew deposited during the night. Eight miles and 
three quarters brought us to a stream about 20 feet wide, called “ Fourche Boisée,” 
latitude 42 deg. 51 min. 5 sec. We halted here for noon. A few miles brought 
us on to the Platte bottoms. The rock in the bluffs at this place would make ex- 
cellent grindstones, being a fine grit sandstone. Nine miles from our noon halt 
brought us to Deer Creek, about 60 feet wide and two feet deep: coarse gravel or 
ple stone bottom. We encamped on the left bank. On the right bank, and 
sbout three quarters of a mile from our ford, we found an extensive bed of bitumi- 
nous coal of a superior quality. There is considerable cotton wood on this creek : 
it grows large and tall. Latitude of the mouth of Deer Oreek, 42 deg. 52 min. 
50 sec., as given by the meridian altitude of Aretarus. 
(To be Continued.) 
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BY FLI B. KELSEY. 
* Come out of her, O my people.” 
(Concluded from our last.) 


The inhabitants: of Zion are to be gathered out of all nations. See Jeremiah 
xxxi. 6, 7, 8 For there shall he a day, that the watchmen upon the mount 
Ephrahim shall cry, arise ye, and let us go upto ZIon unto the Lord our God. 
For thus saith — sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief 
of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O Lord, save thy people, the remnant 
of Israel. Bebold, E will bring them from the north country, and gather them 
from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with 
— and her that travaileth with child together, a great company shall return 

r. 

Zion is to be the — athering place for the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, 
and the children of — — together with as many of the Gentiles 
as will gather to Zion, and enter with them into a covenant to serve the Lord. They 
will thus become Israel by adoption, and heirs of the blessings of the literal seed. 
Jerusalem will also come in remembrance before the Lord, as the great centre of 
gathering for Judah, and the children of Israel his companions. Zechariah ii. 12, 
— the Lord shall inherit Judah, his portion in the holy land, and shall ohoose 
erusalem again.” 

Judah, be right, held the reigns of government until Shiloh (Jesus) came, when 
the soeptre departed from him, and he was no longer a —— to Israel—see 
Gen. xlir. 10, —but after the coming of Shiloh, the sceptre, or the rights and bles- 


“For I am:a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is my first born.” Hence the Law is 
o go forth from Zion, yet Jerusalem will also be blessed: with the presence * God. 
N 


4705 of the first born were to be transferred to Ephraim. Jeremiah xxxi. 9, 
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Micah iv. 2, And many nations shall come and say, come, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob, and he will teach u 


of his ways and we will walk in his paths; for the Law shall go forth of Zion, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. | 

The kingdom of God will continue to increase, while all other kingdoms will de. 
crease. Its ministers will be sent abroad among all nations, with the proclamation 
that God has appointed a place for the gathering together of the — in heart, even 
Zion, and that He has established her as a place of rest for His children, as a secure 
refuge for His elect. 

Where they shall be hid up as in the hollow of His hand, whilst His indignation 
is being poured out upon the residue of mankind, who shall reject His offers o mercy, 
contained in the proclamation of the gathering? In the days of Jesus the message 
of salvation was first delivered to the Jews, and when they had rejected it as 4 
nation it was given to the Gentiles; but in the last days the gospel is to be preach- 
ed to the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be falfilled. Until that time all 
that receive the message of salvation, and gather to Zron, shall become Israel by 
adoption, and be admitted into the family of God. But when the times of the Gen. 
tiles are fulfilled,” they will be precluded from the rights and blessings of the chil. 
dren of the covenant, and shall become servants to IsRAEL. See Isaiah lx, 10—14. 


„ And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister 


unto thee; for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on 
thee. Therefore thy gates shall be open continually: they shall not be shut day nor 
night, that men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings 
may be brought. For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish ; 
yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted. * * The sons of them that afflict. 
ed thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow 
themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee the city of the. 
Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.” When the Gentile nations shall have 
rejected the fulness of the gospel, the cup of their iniquity will be full. Then will the 
Lord make bare His arm in the eyes of all nations, in gathering together the dis. 
persed of Israel, from the four corners of the earth, unto the great centres of 
gathering for the elect of God, viz :—-ZIon, on the western — 2 and JERU- 
SALEM, on the eastern. Then will He pour out of His hot wrath and indignation 
upon those nations which have oppressed His chosen people, and trodden them 
under foot for so many generations. 

Inasmuch as this article is designed to prove to the -honest inquirer after truth 
that God will establish the kingdom of heaven upon the earth in the last days, no 
more to be thrown down, and that the subjects of this kingdom are the pure in 
heart, that will be gathered out from among all nations, it will be well to show that 
there are certain laws to be obeyed before a person can be permitted to share in the 
blessings, rights. and privileges of this great and glorious kingdom. 

It must be evident to every believer in sacred writ, that all mankind, through 
their transgressions, have become aliens and foreigners to Gop, and, consequently, 
have lost all right to the privileges and blessings of citizenship in His kingdom. All 
earthly kingdoms have instituted ordinances of adoption, or laws of naturalization, 
the observance of which is necessary before a foreigner can be admitted to the right 
of citizenship, thus guarding with jealous care the rights of the natural born citizens. 

Is it not reasonable to suppose, that Gop, the — of all kings, whose king- 
dom is the greatest of all kingdoms, and whose blessings of citizenship far exceed 
those of all other kingdoms, would be equally, yea, far more strict than any earthly 
king in guarding His kingdom from interlopers and all unworthy persons, by insti- 
tuting ordinances which would be strict in proportion to the greatness of the bles- 
sings to be obtained through their observance; and that He would not leave the 
administration of those laws a matter of uncertainty, but that He would call and 
ordain worthy men, whose duty it would be to administer them to all who earnestly 
sought to be admitted into His kingdom. We have the most abundant evidence in 
the scriptures that He has done so in all former dispensations. It has been before 
shown that Gop has at sundry times endeavoured to establish His kingdom upon 
the earth; therefore, if we can find out what the initiatory ordinances were in those 
days, it will materially assist us in ascertaining what ordinances are necessary to 
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observe to gain admission into His — in the last days. Jesus himself placed 
the matter beyond dispute in His day, for when called upon by a celebrated (divine) 
teacher of Israel for information upon the subject, He made the following sweeping 
declaration, Except a man be born of water and of the spirit, he CANNOT enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” See John iii, 5,6. The Redeemer set an example of obedi- 
ence to the first ordinance, being baptized by John in Jordon. As the birth of 
water requires an administrator, so does the birth of the spirit. We find that after 
the disciples were baptized, or born of water, the apostles laid their hands upon 
them for the gift or birth of the Spirit. But, says one, JEsus did not receive the 
Holy Spirit through the laying on of the hands. True, for there was no man upon 
the earth in that day who was authorized to administer for the gift of the Spirit. 
John held the lesser or Aaronic priesthood, but not the higher or Melchisedeo, 
which alone can authorize a man to dispense the spiritual blessings of the kingdom ; 
h. thereford the Holy Ghost descended in the form of a dove and rested upon Him, 
all and a voice from heaven witnessed that He was accepted of the Father. 
by The children of Israel, although heirs according to the covenant made with their 
n. fathers, had to yield obedience to these ordinances before they could be admitted 
il. into the enjoy ment of the 2 of the kingdom of heaven. See Ist Corinthians, 
4 rx. 1, 2. Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant how that 
all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and were all 
on baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” But, says the objector, even 
or admitting that the children of Israel were 3 by immersion, or born of the 
gs vater, yet we have no account of hands being laid upon them for the birth of the 
Spirit. Granted, yet their being baptized proves that the same initiatory ordi- 
t. nances were in use in the days of Moses as in the days of the Apostles ; and it is not 
cat all likely that the great lawgiver of Israel would administer one ordinance and 
he. fa neglect the other; for except they were born of the Spirit, as well as of the water, 
ve ¢ 2 could not enter the kingdom of heaven. | 
asmuch as the kingdom of God is the only kingdom that will endure forever, 
8 no man can obtain an ETERNAL salvation out of it; and Jesus says, no man can 
of enter it without first being born of the water and of the spirit. Since the strict 
J. observance of those initiatory ordinances were considered necessary to the salvation 
n of the human family in the days of Jesus and the Apostles, it must be evident to 
m jam every candid minded person, that as sure as the same great king rules now that 
ruled then ; as sure as in Him there is no variableness nor shadow of turning, 80 
h sure will the order of His kingdom remain unchanged—so sure will all its laws and 
0 ordinances remain the same. If it was unlawful for any man to take upon himself 
n the honor of administering the ordinances of the kingdom in the days of Paul, 
without being called and ordained as was Aaron, i. e., by revelation, it must be 
0 equally so now. | 
Saul was carsed, and the kingdom fent from him, because he took upon himself 
h to act the part of a priest at the altar.—1lst Samuel xiii. 8— 15. 
„ Uzziah, king of Judea, was cursed with leprosy for life, because he sought to 
I offer incense before the Lord without authority.—2 Chron. xxvi. 16—21. 
Fire came out from before the Lord, and eonsumed Korah and his company, because 
t [ae their inordinate vanity had led them to assume the high and dignified office of a priest 
and to seek by subtilty to establish their claim to the priesthood in the minds of the 
Oh th the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up all that held up their 
for them. The Lord has never shown the least respect whatever for the offerings 
of such soi-disant priests; but on the contrary, His wrath and indignation has been 
poured out in times that are past, upon all who have sought to administer in the 
priestly office without authority. If such was the case, what will become of the thou- 
sands of sel- = uncalled ministers of thenineteenth century. Thedivines ofthe 
eny 


— day, the doctrine of immediate revelation, and consequently, have no 
owledge of God the father, nor Jesus Christ His son. For Jesus says, no man 
knoweth the Father, save he to whom the Son revealeth Him.”—See Mathew xi. 
A. And in the same verse He says, No man knoweth the Son but the Father.“ 
Therefore, no man can know the Son unless the Father reveals Him ; at least it was 
impossible for Peter to know him in any other way.—See Matthew xvi. 17. But 
says the objector, “* God revealed His Son, and the Son revealed the Father unto the 


a. 

* 4 


+ 


1 
4 
* 


The inhabitants of this great Basin have: instituted: a provisionst: state gover= 


118 IMPORTANT FROM THB SALT LAKE CITY. 


twelve apostles of the ancient church, and they have handed the knowledge down 
to us through their writings. This is inconsistant; a man may believe in Gad 
h thetestimony of his fellow man, but he cannot know Him. If the faithful 
in the days of Jesus could have known Him and His Father through the testimony 
of Moses and the prophets alone, it would not have been Peter to have 
2 — a new revelation upon the subject, before he could know that Jesus was f 
t. 
I have been thus minute in gathering together and combining the testimony of ; 
the ancient prophets, with regard to Zion and its location; also the laws and ordi. 
nances necessary to be obeyed before mankind can enter upon the enjoyment of the 
blessings of the kingdom of God, in the hope that this article will come under the 0 
notice of some persons who are asking themselves the questions previously set forth. t. 
With the faithful Latter-day Saint, there is no uncertainty, he has the mox HM, 
abundant evidence of the establishment ef Zion, and of her subsequent exaltation 5 
in power, and great dominion in the revelations of God, given through our martyred b 
Prornet, the divinity of whose mission is witnessed and made sure te his under. f. 
standing by the testimony of the spirit of truth which he has received through his Hi |, 
obedience to the mandates of heaven, 
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SECOND GENERAL EPISTLE, OF THE PRESIDENCY OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS HA ft 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, FROM THE GREAT SALT LAKE VALLEY, TO THE SAINTS 
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE EARTH. 3 01 


(From the Frontier Guardian.) 


Greeting: — Beloved brethren, since our communicativa of April, many events in- 
teresting in their nature, as relating to the pr of truth, and the happiness of r. 
the faithful have transpired, and we improve the earliest moment to write of the I 
game, that tha hearts of all may be united with us im praise to Israels God for the e. 
fulfilment of His promises and of the praphecies in these last days. R 

Qa the 12th of April, Elder Amasa Lyman left this. place in company with seve- er 
ral brethren for Western California, carrying our former epistlo; and Capt. Alle 
Co started with a mail containing the same, for the States, two days: after; . 
and h the saow was unusnally deep, and had begn long considered impasei in 
we are happy in having learned that Brother Compton and. the little of the el 
brethren, accompanying him, arrived safe in Kanesville aſtar a apeedy and teilsome b: 


journey. | 

The heat of summer began to be exhibited at mid-day about the middle of April, ti 
Wien rapidly dispersed the snew upon the*mouateias, though mere or less: con- 
tinues in sight of our beautiful valley perpetually, and the weather oontinned vari. J 
able, until the 23rd of May, when it was very severe, accompanied. by a heary'fall of re 
snow, and was followed the succeeding day by a severe frost; sines which time the I ri 
weather has been mild and warm, generally, with accasional slight. frests in the val- on 
ley every month and almost every week, until the last, when two er three: successive 
and severe froats put an end to vegetation generally. 

The Nauvoo Legion has been re-organized in the valley, and it would have ben 
a source of joy to the Saints throughout the earth, | they have. witmensed its 
movements on the day, of its great parade; to see a whole of mighty men in 
martial array, ground their arma, not by command but simply a o 
the. temple block, and with pick and — the foundation. for: plage of ' wat- 
ship, and eract the pilasters, heama and roof, so that we now have: @ cossmodious 
edfice 100 by 60 feet, with brick walls, where we assemble with the Saints. from 
Ssbbath to Sabbath, and almost every: evening: in the week, te: teach, connsel, and 
devise. ways and means for the. prosperity of the Kingdom of God: and we fed 
thankfuljthas we have a. better hause or bowery for public worship the coming win 
ter, than we have heretofore had, any winter in this:dispansatian 


ment, adopted a constitution, elected officara, and we: anticipate: that, at the: nest 
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session of Congress, we shall be admitted into the Union, free and independent like 


west on an extensive desert which runs through the Basin from north to south. 
We call our new state, Deseret. 63701 . | 

A number of the brethren left here in May, and established a ferry on the Upper 
Platte during the high water, and another company opened a ferry at each cros- 
sing of Green river. Both companies have returned in safety, and we anticipate the 
same ferries will be re-opened in season for the emigration next sprin 

The 24th of July was a day long to be remembered by all present in this. valley, 
and all Saints who shall learn of our celebration, as the anniversary of the arrival 
of the Pioneers two years previous. To behold twelve or fifteen hundred feet of 
tables, filling the bowery and all adjoining grounds, loaded with all luxuries of the field 
and gardens, and nearly all the varieties that any vegetable market in the world could 


had been deprived of those luxuries for years by the cruel hand of oppression, and 
rs freely offering seats to every stranger within their borders, and this too, in the val- 
ey of the mountains, a thousand miles from civilization, where two years before, 
nought was to be found save the wild root of the: prairie, and the mountain cricket, 
was a theme of unbounded thanksgiving and praise to the Giver of all good, as the 
dawning of a day when the children of the Kingdom, can sit under their own vines 
and fig-trees, and inhabit their own houses, having none to make them afraid. May 
the time be hastened when the scattered Israel may partake of such like banquets 
from the gardens of Joseph. 
1 Thousands of emigrants from the States to the Gold Mines have passed through 
our city this season, leaving large quantities of domestie clothing, wagons, &c., in 
exchange for horses and mules, which exchange has been a mutual blessing to both 
ties. 
K The Elders who received appointments for foreign missions last spring, were gene- 
f TM rally detained in the valley, to raise grain and locate their families, until recently 5 
¢ Bi when Elder Addison Pratt, started on his return mission to the Society Islands ac- 
* By companied by Elders James Brown and Hiram H. Blackwell. Elder Charles O. 
Rich left on the 8th inst., to join Elder Amasa Lyman in the Presidency of West- 
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produce, and to see the seats around those tables filled and re-filled by a people who 
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ern California. | 

, Elder Orson Spencer arrived from England on the 23rd ult., in good health, 
; I welcomed by many friends, having travelled from the States with a company of Saints, 
is connexion with a large quantity of merchandise, now open in this place by mer- 
z chants from St. Louis; and several others, who started with goods for the mines, 
bare left them in this place this season. 

Elder Dan Jones from Wales is within a few days travel, accompanied by a por- 


; tion of the Welsh brethren: and the remainder are located on Pottawatamie lands, 


8 Elders Geo. A. Smith and Ezra T. Benson are in the same vicinity with Dan 
ones, accompanied by their families, and large companies of Saints from whom we 
received an express five days since, which left them in universal health and prospe- 
ö rity. They will probably be here in two weeks. We have sent teams to help them 
on their journey. | | 
The direct emigration of the Saints to this place will be some five or six hundred 
wagons this season, besides many who came in search of gold, have heard the Gospel 
bor the first time and will go no farther, having believed and been baptized. 
3 Sept. 28th, fourteen or fifteen of the brethren arrived from the gold country, 
| some of whom wess very comfortably — with the precious metal, and others, 
t 


who had been sick, came as destitute as they went on the ship Brooklyn in 1846, 


— there is plenty of gold in Western California is beyond doubt, but the valley 
of the 


, the Sacramento is.an unhealthy place, and the Saints can be better employed in 
mieing grain, and building houses in this vicinity, than digging for gold in the Sa- 
fi cramento, unless they are counselled so to do. The true use of gold is for paving 
covering: houses and making culinary dishes, and when the Saints shall have 
preached the Gospel, raised grain and. built up cities enough: the Lord will open up 
the way for a supply of gol to the perfect satisfaction of His people; until then, 
let them not be over anxious, for the treasures of the earth are in the Lord's store 
house, and He will open the doors theréof, when and where He pleases. 7 


our sister States. Our city lies near the Great Salt Lake, which borders on the © 
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The grain crops in the valley have been good this season; wheat, barley, oats, rye, 
and peas, more particularly. The late corn and buckwheat, and some lesser grain 
and vegetables, have been materially injured by the recent frosts; and some 
corn at Brownsville, forty miles north, a month since; and the buckwheat was se. 
verely damaged by hail at the Utah settlement, sixty miles South about three week 
since; but we have great occasion for thanksgiving to Him who giveth the increase, 
that He has blest our labours, so that with prudence we shall have a comfortable 
supply for ourselves, and our brethren on the way. who may be in need, until 
another harvest; but we feel the need of more laborers, for more efficient help, and 
multiplied means of farming and building at this place. We want men. Brethren, 
come from the States, from the nations, come! and help us to build and grow, until 
we can say, enough—the valleys of Ephraim are full. a 

Any of the brethren, master workinen in cotton or woollen factories, who will 

come on with their means, machinery, and hands to work it, will meet a warm re. 
ception, and have every possible facility rendered them to prosecute their busines, 
for we need such establishments in our midst. 
The Bowery was crowded on the 6th of Oct. Conference, so that the cry was “our 
place is not large enough.” A sweet and heavenly influence prevailed, and much in. 
portant business was transacted, as may be seen more particularly by the minutes 
accompanying this. 

It was decided to locate a town or city at Brownsville, and also at Utah, near the 
settlements now existing, the Presidency having previously visited those places and 
selected sites. 
_ Early in the fall we sent messengers to Sandpitch valley, who selected a place for 
a settlement, about 200 miles South of this, and we expect that from 50 to 100 
families will start for that place in a few days. They also discovered a plentiful 
supply of good rock, or mountain salt, toward the contemplated settlement. 

he walle of our Council house are nearly completed. The baths at the warm 
spring house are in progress; the foundation is laid, and brick prepared for an 
extensive store house and granary; and no exertions are wanting on our . to 
push forward the public works, as fast as tithing and means are put in our hands; 
and we are happy to say that an increasing spirit of liberality and faithfulness is 
daily manifest among the Saints. 
About one month since we suggested the propriety of creating a perpetual fund for 
the purpose of helping the poor Saints to emigrate to this place, agreeably to our 
covenants in the Temple that we would “never cease our exertions, by all the means 
and influence within our reach, till all the Saints who were obliged to leave Nauvoo 
should be located at some gathering place of the Saints.” The Council approved of 
the suggestion, and a committee was immediately 1 to raise a fund by vo- 
il. The October Conference 
sanctioned the doings of the committee, and appointed Brother Edward Hunter, a 
tried, faithful, and approved Bishop, a general agent to bear the perpetual emigrating 
funds to the States, to superintend the direction and appropriation thereof, and re- 
turn the same to this ei with such poor brethren as shall be wisdom to help. 
We wish all to understand, that this fund is PERPETUAL, and is never to be di- 
verted from the object of gathering the poor to Zion while there are Saints to be 
gathered, unless He whose right it is to rule shall otherwise command. Therefore 
we call upon President Orson Hyde and all the Saints, and all benevolent souls 
everywhere, to unite their gold, their silver, and their cattle, with ours in this per- 
petual fund, and co-operate with Bishop Hunter in producing as many teams 25 
1 preparatory for next spring's emigration, and let the poor who are to be 
elped, go to work with their might, and prepare wagons of wood for their jour- 
ney. Such wagons, without any iron, now exist in this valley, that have come from 
the states, having done good business; and so great has been the influx of wagons 
this season, that they are cheap, and iron comparatively plentiful. : 
This perpetual fund is to be under the special direction of the —— at all times, 
and as soon as Bishop Hunter shall return with the same and his freight of Saints 
to this place, the cattle and teams will be disposed of to the best advantage, and 
avails, with all we can add to it, will be sent forth immediately on another mission, 
and we want you all prepared to meet it and add to it, and so would we continue to 
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increase it from year to year, until, when a nation is born in a day,” they can be 
removed the next, if the Lord will; therefore, ye poor and meek of the earth, lift 
up your heads and rejoice in the Holy One of Israel, for your redemption 
draweth nigh; but in your rejoicings be patient, for though your turn to emigrate 
may not be the first year, or even the second, it will come, and its tarryings will be 
short, if all the Saints who have, will be as liberal as those in the valley. 

All the apostles now in the valley have had missions assigned to them. Elder 
John Taylor, accompanied by Curtis E. Bolton and John Pack, goes to France; 
Elder Lorenzo Snow to Italy, accompanied by Joseph Toronto; Elder Erastus 
Snow to Denmark, accompanied by Peter Hanson, and will start in about a week, 
passing through the States. Elder Franklin D. Richards, accompanied by John S. 
Higbee, George B. Wallace, Job Smith, H. W. Church, Joseph W. Johnson, Jo- 
seph W. Young, and Jacob Gates, will go with the mission to England, to co- 
operate with President Orson Pratt. Elder John Forsgreen will go out at the 
same time on a mission to Sweden. For wise purposes Elder P. P. Pratt’s mis- 
sion to the Western Islands will be deferred until spring. 

Elder Orson Pratt is doing a great work in England, and the cause of truth is 
m. fm advancing rapidly in all her home dominions, and the rejoicing of the Saints there, 
tes causes Satan to howl, for he is compelled to be subject to the power of the Highest. 

Elder Woodruff is located in Cambridge Port, Massachusetts, and has been com- 
he Hm forting and instructing the Saints in Canada and the Eastern States the past year. 
nd If Elder Woodruff now will gather up all the Saints in his vicinity, and come with 

them to this place, he will do a great work, and will be opening the way for a visit 
for to those nations who have both eyes and ears, and are crying to the Elders of Israel, 
00 Come, tell us of the things of God, for we have heard that God is with you.” 
ful By the late arrival of our brethren from the west, we learn that they were attack- 

ed on the way by the Snake Indians, and that a company of emigrants going west 
m had shared the same fate. These attacks, from a hit — i tribe, have 
an fm doubtless arisen from an early company of emigrants that passed through this place 
to from the States to the mines, having shot two or three squaws, and stolen their 
8; horses about 150 miles north west of this. It is much to be regretted that such a 
is band of desperadoes and murderers should roam at large, exciting the ignorant In- 
dian to retaliation and revenge on our people, and thousands of honourable men 
from the States, who are, and will be passing to Western California through the 
same country ; and we make these observations, that such men may be on their 
guard for their safety, and at the same time by every honourable means endeavour 
to do away from the Indians the prejudice which a few wicked men have created. 

Many of the western emigrants were met by our brethren on this side of the 
Sierra Wes mountains, and from the low condition of their teams, the scarcity 
of grass, the lateness of the season, the great amount of old snow on the moun- 
tains, and the prospect of new, they thought, more than probable that many would 
not be able to reach the mountain heights this season, and many had thrown away 
their provisions, save enough to last them through, also their clothing and other 
things to make their passage as light as possible, all of which will make their situ- 
ation more distressing, should they be obliged to winter in the mountains. 

Brother Parley P. Pratt is opening a new road through the range of mountains 
from the Weber to this place, which is already so far advanced that this fall’s emi- 
gration will pass over it. This road will be accomplished at a great expense, and 
will be a great blessing to the emigrating brethren, and together with bridges in 
the valley, over the Weber and Ogden fork, all of which we expect will be com- 
pleted before the next emigrating season, will shorten the distance and greatly 
facillitate the progress of travellers. | 
n The health of the saints in the valley, is good, and it is so seldom that any one 
dies, we scarce recollect when such an event last occurred. . 

Each member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles is an agent to colleet tith- 
„ ing, and donations for the perpetual fund for the emigration of the poor Saints, 
ud all such collections or funds will be continually subject to our order, and all 
our agents in Europe will remit all such funds to our office in Liverpool every safe 
i, opportunity ; and Elder Orson Hyde will receive donations in the States on deposit, 
for the perpetual fund after our agent leaves that place in the spring. 


FS. 8 8 
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While kingdoms, governments, and thrones, are falling and rising; revolution 

succeeding revolutions; and the nations of earth are overturning; while plague, 
ilence and famine, are walking abroad; and whirlwind, fire, and earthquake, pro. 

claim the truth of prophecy, let the Saints be faithful and diligent in every duty, 
and especially in striving to stand in chosen places, that they may watch the coming 
of the Holy One of Israel. We remain your brothers inthe New Covenant. 

BrieHamM Youne. 
HERER C. Kimsatn. 

WILLA RicHarps. 
Great Salt Lake City, Deseret, Oct. 12th, 1849. te 
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Che Latter-day Saints Millenntal Star. 
APRIL 15, 1850. 


To tHe GENENAL Book Acents.—The conference agents have ere this received their 
quarterly accounts. The amount due this office, by the various conferenees, is upwards 
of £1000 sterling; this is a large sum to be outstanding, when the limited state of our 
finances is taken into consideration. Most of the conferences have done well, and we hare 
no cause to complain of them; but there are a few that have largely increased their debts 
during the past quarter, with scarcely a shilling on the credit side of their accounts. To 
prepare for the great increase in the circulation of the Star, considerable outlays will have 
to be made; this, together with the heavy demands about to be made upon the office for 
church purposes, renders it necessary for us to request the book agents to be as punctual 
in their remittances as possible. It is hoped that the presidents of conferences will see tha 
no unnecessary delay takes place. 


We publish in this number the General Epistle of the first Presidency of the ehureh, and 
a summary of the business transacted at the general conference, held in the Great Salt 
Lake City. Likewise a letter from the first Presidency to Orson Hyde at Council Blufft, 
relative to the “ Perpetual Emigration Fund” Also a letter from Elder George A. Smith 
to the same, giving an account of the difficulties encountered by himself and company in 
the pass of the Rocky Mountains. These communications contain much news that will be 
cheering and consoling to the hearts of the Saints. We feel disappointed in not having 
been able to lay this intelligence before the readers of the Stan long since. The General 
Epistle, and other communications from the first Presidency to the presidency of the 
church in the British Isles, have been lost on their way here, through the carelessness, 
neglect, or dishonesty, we know not which, of some post-master in the United States. We 
should not have been able, even now, to do so, had we not accidentally obtained possession 
of a copy of the “ Frontier Guardian,” dated Dec. 26th, 1849. We hope the editor of the 
Guardian will, hereafter, be as regular in sending us his valuable paper, as we are in for- 
warding him the MILLENNIAL Star. 


Some interesting articles upon doctrine have been laid over for the present, for want of 
room, which will be published soon. : 


A SUMMARY OF THE BUSINESS TRANSACTED AT THE GENER 
CONFERENCE, 


Held at the Greats Salt Lake City, Oct. 6th and 7th, 1849. 


A General Conference was held at the Great Salt Lake City, October 6th and 7th, 1849. 
Present—the quorum of the first Presidency, several of the quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles, the Patriarch, the Presidency of the stake, the Presidency of the High Priests’ 
quorum, the High Council, and Thomas Bullock, clerk of conference, together with a large 
number of high priests, seventies, elders, &c. | eae 
President H. C. Kimball then made some excellent remarks upon the importance of thé 
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baints going to with their might, to fulfil the covenant made in the temple of the Lord in 
auvoo, that they would not cease their exertions until the poor were gathered to this 
and quiet resting place; and the importance of the elders bearing forth the gospel to 
he nations, that the honest in heart in all the world might have the opportunity of per 
icipating with us in the blessings, light, and liberty of the gospel. 

Elder John Taylor followed with some excellent remarks on the same subject. 

President Brigham Young arose and gave some instruction about finishing the Bowery, 


I feel well in my mind; my heart is like the chariot of Abinadab, full of joy. I realize we 
snght to bear off the kingdom to the nations of the earth. This people as a whole are a 
good people, and I shall seek to do them good, and bring forth salvation to the whole 
pouse of Israel, for I want to see Zion built up.” The conference adjourned for one hour. 
In the afternoon a great deal of important business was done. A vote was taken to 
ise a fund to gather the poor to the Valley. A committee was appointed to collect the 
fund by subscriptions. It was resolved that the Perpetual Emigration Fund” be under 
ne control of the presidency. The appointments of C. C. Rich to Lower California, 
Elders A. Pratt, James Brown, and Hyrum H. Blackwell, to the South Sea Islands, and 
the missions to England and various European countries, were unanimously sanctioned. 
It was motioned and carried that every man, as far as possible, should establish his own 
branch of business in the Valley; and, as a beginning, H. G. Sherwood was requested to 
establish a glass manufactory as soon as possible. The Great Salt take Carrying Company 
was organized. Conference adjourned till next day. 

Sunday, October 7th, conference met pursuant to 8 It was unanimously 
voted to sustain the quorum of the first Presidency, the quorum of the Twelve, John 
Smith as patriarch of the whole ehurch, Willard Richards as church historian, Orson Hyde 
as president of the quorum of the Twelve Apostles, John Young, Reynolds Cahoon, and 
George B. Wallace as the presidency of the high priests’ quorum, Joseph Young, Levi 
Hancock, Henry Herriman, Zera Pulsifer, A. P. Rockwood, B. L. Clapp, and J. M. Grant 
as the first presidency of all the quorums of the seventies. Also to sustain the High 
Council, the presidency of that stake, and, finally, all the constituted authorities of the 
church in all the world. Several new places of settlement were appointed, the account of 
which is contained in the “ General Epistle.” Conference adjourned for an hour. 

“In the afternoon the conference assembled and * as usual, when the several bis- 
hops proceeded to administer the sacrament. 

Elder Parley P. Pratt related his experience at the commencement of the work, and the 
time when the prephet, Joseph Smith, stood up in the midst of the congregation, and by 
revelation pointed out each individual to be ordained to the Melehisedec priesthood; and 
also related a miraculous case of healing a woman who was near her death. He then de- 
livered a discourse on the subject of tithing: said he, the principle of tithing is not pecu- 
liar to this church or people—it is as old as the Bible. We see it illustrated in Abram’s 
day, for when he held the power of the kingdom of God, Abram paid one-tenth of all he 
possessed. Where is there a Latter-day Saint who does not know and understand that it 
is by the power of the Melchisedec priesthood that we receive forgiveness, and justifica- 
tion, and eternal life. To fulfil the law of tithing, a man should make out and lay befere 
the bishop a schedule of all his property, and pay him the one-tenth of it; when he has 
tithed his principle once, he has no occasion to tithe again, but the next year he must pay 
the one-tenth of his increase, and the tenth of his time, of his cattle, money, goods, and 
trade; and whatever use we put it to, it is still our own, for the Lord does not carry it 
away with him te heaven. We have to establish the government of God on earth, and 
that requires means, and a knowledge how to use it, and to have every thing written on 
“ Holiness to the Lord.“ Let God have what is His, and every thing be under the control 
of the Lord, and not Cesar, or the world. If the people do not hold themselves respon- 
sible to help to carry off the kingdom of God, how do you expect we can do it ourselves, 
The Twelve and the elders are all minute men, and that is what makes us different to the 


rest of the world. 


nd said, I feel happy for this shelter from the rays of the sun and the blasts of winter. 
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- Elders Erastus Snow and John Taylor spoke on the same subject. Elder P. P. Pratt ches 
moved that this conference adjourn to the 6th of April next, at 10 o'clock, a. m., to meet 
in this place: carried. The choir then sung the doxology, and were dismissed with benedic. 
tion by Willard Snow. President Brigham Young then blessed the people in the name of 7 
the Lord, when they separated rejoicing in the Lord for His many mercies, that He has ex. ch 
tended to His Saints, and for the happy and glorious conference that they had been privi. 
leged in attending. 5 H 
In the evening the brethren who had been appointed to go on missions were called to. Mtb 
gether for the purpose of receiving instructions, &c., whereupon the first Presidency pro. i 
ceeded to lay their hands on the quorum of the Twelve, and set them apart for their te 
respective missions. 

The Twelve then laid their hands on the elders who had been appointed missions to th C 
different nations of the earth, and set them apart, predicting their success, and the remark. 
able scenes that will transpire during their absence from their families. A joyful meeting 
was continued until twenty minutes past ten, when the meeting was dismissed, all en/oying F 
the peaceable influence of the Spirit of God, and filled with faith that the Lord God of 
Israel will speedily work a great and glorious work on the earth.” Oe oer 


— — 


LETTER TO ORSON HYDE. 


(From the Frontier Guardian.) | 
Great Salt Lake City, Oct. 16, 1849. 


President Orson Hyde: Beloved Brother:—The Lord has been devising, or rather 
making manifest ways and means to facilitate the gathering of His Saints in these last 
days, and we lose no time in cheering your heart with the intelligence, and offering 
such suggestions as may be wisdom for you to follow, in helping to roll on the glorious 
work of gathering Israel. | 

The Saints are prospering in this valley, which is a very natural result of their 
endeavors to keep the commandments and work righteousness. The desire of the 
brethren to see Zion built up is constantly increasing; and their labors are tending 


more and more to this one great object. Of our proceedings, the circumstances d 
the Saints, and things in general in this region, you will soon learn by our late epistle; I. 


and we write to you more particularly at this time, concerning the gathering, and the 
mission of our general agent, for the PERPETUAL Emicratine Funn, for the coming Al 
year, Bishop Edward Hunter, who will soon be with you, bearing the funds already 


raised in this place; and we will here state our instructions to Bishop Hunter, so that 

you may the more fully comprehend our = | = 
In the first place, this Fund has been raised by voluntary donations, and is to be con he 

tinued by the same process, and by so managing, as to preserve the same, and caus 

them to multiply. 


Bishop Hunter is instructed to go direct to Kanesville, and confer with the general 
‘authorities of the church at that place, and by all means within his reach, procure 
information, so as to make the most judicious application of the funds in the 
of young oxen and cows, that can be worked effectually to the valley, and 
that will be capable of improving and selling after their arrival, so as to continue the 
fund the following year. 
We will give early information, to those whom we have directed to be helped, and 
such others as he shall deem wisdom, being aided in his judgment by the authorities 
among you, so that they may be preparing their wagons, &c., for the journey. 
agons are so plenty here, that it is sw desirable not to purchase with the perper- 0 
tual fund; but let those to be assisted make wagons of wood, when th — © 
iron, such as will be strong and safe to bring them here, so that all the funds may 


es ee will improve in value, by being trans- 
to 
The 


this place. 
io live without the luxuries of life, on the road and in the valley, as well 
as in Pottawatamie and other places; and those who have means to purchase luxuries 
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have monies to procure an outfit of their own, and need no help, therefore let such as 
are — receive as little assistance in food and clothing, wagons, &c., as can 3 
make them comfortable to this place, and when they arrive, they can go to work 

get their outfit, of all things necessary for comfort and convenience, better than where 
they are, and even luxuries. _ 4 

‘As early in the spring as it will possibly do, on account of feed for cattle. Brother 
Hunter will gather all his company, organize them in the usual order, and preside over 
the camp, travelling with the same to this place; having previously procured the best 
samsters possible, such as are accustomed to driving, and will be gentle, kind and at- 
tentive to their teams. 

When the Saints thus helped arrive here, they will give their obligations to the 
Church to refund to the amount of what they have received, as soon as circumstances 
will permit; and labor will be furnished to such as wish on the public works, and 
good pay; and as fast as they can procure the necessaries of life, and a surplus, that 
surplus will be applied to liquidating their debt, and thereby increasing — 
ru 


nd. 

By this it will readily be discovered, that the Funds are to be appropriated in the 
form of a loan, rather than a gift; and this will make the honest in heart rejoice, for 
they love to labor, and be independent by their labor, and not live on the charity of 
their friends: while the lazy idlers, if any such there be, will find fault, and want every 
luxury furnished them for their journey, and in the end pay nothing. The P 
Fund will help no such idlers; we have no use for them in the valley; they had 
stay where they are; and if they think they can devise a better way of appropriating 
the emigrating funds, then we propose, let them go to work, get the funds, make the 
appropration, set us a better pattern, and we will follow it; and by that time we are 
confident they will have means of their own, and will need no help. 1 

Brother Hunter will return all the funds to this place next season, when the most 
judicious course will be pursued to convert all the cattle and means into cash, that the 
same may be sent 2 as * — as possible on another mission, together with all 
that we can raise besides to add to it; and we antici the Saints at Pottawatamie 
and in the States, will increase the funds by all possible means the coming winter, so 
that our agents may return with a large company. 

The few thousands we send out by our agent, at this time is like a grain of mustard 
seed in the earth: we send it forth into the world, and among the Saints, a good soil; and 
we it will grow and flourish, and spread abroail in a few weeks so that it will 
cover England, cast its shadow on Europe, and in process of time compass the whole 
earth: that is to say, these funds are designed to increase until Israel is gathered from 
all nations, and the poor. can sit under their own vine and inhabit their own house, and 
worship God in Zion. 

If from any cause, there should be a surplus of funds in the hands of our agent, 
when he leaves the States with a — he will deposit the same with some good 
house, subject to our order, or bring it with him as wisdom dictates. 

| We remain your Brethren in the Gospel, 

BrieHamM YOunNG, 


HEBER C. KnmaALL, 
WILLARD RICHARDS. 


=A Eoe & 


R = 


LETTER FROM G. A. SMITH. 


. ACCOUNT OF TRAVEL—TREMENDOUS SNOW STORM—SIXTY HEAD OF CATTLE PERISHED— 
CHICKENS AND PIGS FROZEN TO DEATH-——-NO PERSON DIED ON THE JOURNEY—COMPA- 


, NIES NOT TO START AFTER THE MIDDLE OF JUNE. 

(From the“ Frontier Guardian.”) 

| Camp of Israel, Muddy Fork, 930 miles from Winter Quarters, Oct. 18, 1849. 

‘Hi ©6Brother Hyde,—Dear Sir,—As we expect to meet the Fall express from the 
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Valley to the States in a day or two, we thought it advisable to drop a hasty not: 
to you, for publication in the Guardian, for the benefit of all concerned. Yo 
have been informed of our progress and prosperity on our journey from time to 
time as opportunities offered. The last we wrote you, was at Fort Laramie ; sinc 
then, no opportunity of sending letters to the States has presented itself. Aer 
leaving Laramie, we continued our journey slowly as heretofore, but making pro. 
gress every day, keeping a vigilant eye to the we of our cattle; as the first 300 
miles, nearly, of our journey, was through mud and mire; after that, heavy sani 
for a considerable distance: but pasture was first-rate, and our cattle stood the 
journey well; and up to our arrival at Laramie, we believe, neither our camp nor 
other Benson’s had lost a single head, with the exception of one or two cows that 
t killed in the yoke. After we passed Laramie, the feed became inferior, but we 
eae a sufficient supply for our cattle, and indeed, we have found plenty all the 
while, with the exception of two or three days, in the — of the Willow 
Springs, where the alkali or poisonous springs abound. ough these wild plains, 
lay the bones of hundreds of cattle, that have died the past summer, (no leas thas 
the bones of nine head we counted in one heap,) belonging to the gold diggers, 
bound for California. pee this desolate part of our journey, we lost but a few 
head of our cattle, and those that died, were chiefly worn down by the journey, 
When we arrived at the Sweet Water river, about six miles below Independence 
: Rock, a recruit of some sixty yoke of cattle, together with several wagons and team. 
ti sters from the Valley met us, that bad been sent by the President to our relief, 
. under the charge of brothers David Falmer and Joseph Young, which was a wel 
come meeting to us, as our cattle were much fatigued, and needed respite. The 
cattle thus sent, were divided between the three camps, viz: E. T. Benson, Capt. 
Richards, and ours, which relieved us much, and we rolled along with ease, and 
weather pleasant. Although at eo Rock, some twenty-five or thirty 
head strayed away, but we recovered them all, except one cow, after following some 
thirteen head about one hundred miles. We crossed over 33 on the 
second of this month, near the summit of the South Pass, with Wind River 
chain of mountains on the north; towards night, it began to snow and blow quite 
{ hard and fast from the north-east, weather increasing in coldness, which obliged us 
. to encamp the best way we could (without carrelling,) on the branch of the Sweet 
: water. E. T. Benson and Captain Richard’s camp some ten or twelve miles ahead, 
on Willow Creek. We tu our cattle loose, and drove them into the willows 
near by, to do the best they could, and share their. fate; and such a storm of 
wind and snow as we experienced, we think was never superseded in Pot- 
tawatamie. For thirty-six hours, it continued to howl areund us unceasingh, 
blowing nearly a hurricane, drifting the snow in every direction, and frees- 
. ing fast to whatever it touched. Being unable to keep fires, (except a few 
5 who had stoves in their wagons,) we had to be content without them, and do the best 
ty we could. Many were the mother and infant that was obliged to be in bed under 
their frail eovering that sheltered them from the pitiless blast, to keep them from 
perishing with nothing perhaps, but a piece of dry bread, or a few crackers to sub- 
sist upon, while the winds spent their fury upon our camp of canvass, covering it 
with a mass of ice, the snow drifting around us in some places to the depth of three dh 
or four feet. Many were the reflections that passed through our minds in regard to ou 
our situation, and the welfare of our cattle during the storm, but we felt resigned to n 
our fate and heavens’ will. On the morning of the third day, the storm abated, f o. 
i and we turned out through the chilling blast (from off these everlasting snow cap- in 
15 . mountains, being at an altitude of about seven thousand feet,) and snow, to ro 
ook for our famishing, and, as we expected, many perished cattle. As we wended di 
our way down the stream among the willows; indeed it was a sorrowful sight to is 
* behold our perished. cattle, one after another, cold and stiff, lying in the snow banks 8. 
i food for wolves, ravens, catamounts, magpies, &c., that inhabit these mountainous 
regions in countless numbers, and live on prey. The greater part of our cattle, had 
made their way during the storm about five miles off, to Sweet Water, where they 
obtained pasture, and fared quite well, not one being found. perished, while those 
that tarried behind, fell a prey to hunger, and the merciless storm. Upwards of 
sixty head of cattle perished in the three camps. Those of our cattle that survived 
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rote ehe storm, did not recover from its effects for several days; others died in conse- 
juence, and same show the effects yet, although they are improving at present, as 
ye find quite 4 of mountain grass, and that hearty and good, and we are in 
olerable good rolling order, making from twelve to fifteen miles per day, and we 
hope if we are prospered to reach the Valley in eight or ten days from this time. 

Notwithstanding our loss, we consider we have been blessed and prospered con- 


— sidering our late start from Winter Quarters. The 1 and merey of our 
snd heavenly Parent, has attended us on our journey, and surely we have been pro- 
the tected and preserved beyond those that have preceded us. Not a solitary death has 
nor Nooourred of man, woman, or child, in our camp. Although we have experienced 
hat orms, and endured cold weather. It was so cold during the storm, and after, 
ue that chickens, pigs, &c., froze to death, and men passed over the Sweet Water on 
the the ice. 

low Many have been the graves we have passed on our journey, some of friends near 
inn and dear, others of strangers, that have fallen by the shaft of the destroyer, while 
n ourneying over these boundleas plains of sage, and mountains of rock, where the 


buffalo, elk, antelope, bear, ravenous wolf, &c., range undisturbed, except by the red 
man, or the journeying emigrant. 
Many has been the grave of the gold seeker we have seen, whose bodies have 


hee been disinterred by the wolves; and the bones, pantaloons, hose, and other things 
m- Nlaying strewed around, with the head board laying near, informing the traveller, who 
ef, bad been buried, wherefrom, the day they died, age, disease, e. But we have not 
el. seen a solitary instance where one of the Saint's tombs have been disturbed by the 
be wolves. Among the graves of those whose bones lay around their graves, bleach- 
pt. ing in the sun, their flesh being consumed by the ravenous wolf, we recognized the 
nd names of several — moboorats from the States = — — 3 who 
ty took an active and prominent part in persecating, mobbing, and driving the Saints 
me from these States. 1 others, we noticed at the South Pass ef the Rocky 


Mountains the grave of one E. Dodd, of Galatin, Missouri, who died on the 19th 
of July last, of typhus fever. The wolves had completely disintered him. The 
clothes in which he had been buried lay strewed around, The under jaw bone was 
found in his grave, with the teeth complete, being the. only remains. discernible of 
him. It is believed ha was the same Dodd that took an active part as a prominent 
mobocrat in the murder of the Saints at Hawns Mills, Missouri; if so, it is a 
ighteous retribution. Our God will surely inflict punishment upon the heads of 


our oppressors in His own due time, and way. 


1 We would earnestly recommend to all emigrating companies hereafter coming to 
„ ae Valley, not to attempt to leave the Missouri river after the middle of June, for 
if they start later, they will almost be certain to encounter as severe snow storms as 
we have, in crossing these everlasting snow-capped and rock-bound mountains.— 


By starting early they will be apt to miss the snows, and have time and opportunity 
for recruiting a few days, when either their cattle are worn down, or any one sick 
and not able to travel, or feel a desire to encounter the cold weather, &c. | 


The weather at present is quite pleasant, although freezing hard every night.— 
The camps are healthy, in good spirits, and feel to rejoice in the God of their fa- 
thers, and in his goodness and protecting mercies. We hope in a few days to meet 
our brethren whom we love in the Valley of the mountains of Joseph, and mingle 
and rejoice with them, where no doubt you will hear from us again. E. T. Ben- 
son and Captain Richards’ companies have broke up into tens, and gone ahead 
in order to pass through the kanyons of the mountains, one ten of our camp has 
rolled out also. We have a company of upwards of forty wagons at present, inclu- 
ding the Welsh; we expect to continue so until we reach the Valley, as pasture here 
is rich and quite plenty. Farewell, may the Lord bless you for ever, and all the 


Saints. Amen. 


B 


As ever, we remain, 
Your brethren in Christ, 


A. 
5; 


G. 
W. I. APPLEBY. 
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